94       MAXIMILIAN THE  DREAMER
milian having also encouraged him, Henry VII retorted by putting a stop to the commerce between his subjects and the Netherlands. But Duke Philippe had already shown a tendency to rule independently of his father's control, and now, at the entreaty of the burghers, he made overtures of peace to England, and the result was the signing of the " Magnus Inter-cursus," which proclaimed freedom of trade once more. It was not only in matters of commerce that the young Archduke differed from the Emperor, for he was guided by the advice of Guillaume de Croy, Seigneur de Chievres, whose aim was a permanent alliance with France. This was opposed to the whole policy of Maximilian, who had recently been thwarted in the scheme nearest to his heart.
In the autumn of 1496 Charles VIII was preparing for a fresh invasion into Italy, having won over the Swiss Cantons and Florence ; on this the rival States of Milan and Venice, becoming alarmed, invited the help of the Emperor, with an offer to pay each 30,000 ducats for three months towards the pay of his troops, thus making him their con-dottiere. The views of Maximilian on this subject are best expressed in his own words: " Italy has for centuries experienced what it means for the people, if no Emperor is there to restrain unruly passions, and hence the friends of the people have ever looked with favour on the imperial power and longed for the return of the Emperor/'1
His pride was not hurt by the offer of pecuniary help, for indeed he was always short of money,
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